
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, April 9, 2020 

 

Dear Graduating Students and Parents/Guardians: 

 

This has certainly been a unique school year for all our students but, in particular, there have 

been some additional challenges for our graduating students.  Hopefully, this letter will ease 

some student worries and it will reinforce that Graduation will not be jeopardized by the 

developments surrounding COVID-19.  You will find enclosed an overview specific to our 

graduates. 

 

A teacher-led program is continuing in a virtual environment through a platform selected at the 

discretion of the teacher such as Google Classroom or Brightspace. It is suggested that students 

dedicate three hours of work per course per week. This current phase of teaching and learning 

creates the opportunity to develop useful skills that will be required for post-secondary and to 

maintain connections to your teachers so that you can continue to learn.   

 

Students who are experiencing some technical issues that require support can request assistance 

from the site: https://help.niagaracatholic.ca. 

 

Teachers will assign learning tasks, projects and culminating activities to evaluate student 

learning. Teachers will communicate the results of these marked assignments to students and 

will use them to inform students’ final course marks. These marks will represent the most 

accurate reflection of student work, based on what is reasonable and in the best interest of 

students during this time.  

 

Some students are engaged in experiential learning through Cooperative Education courses and 

programs such as the Specialist High Skill Majors (SHSM), the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship 

Program (OYAP). In-person community placements have been suspended.  Students are to 

work with their Cooperative Education Teachers to modify their Learning Plans.    

 

Graduating students in the SHSM program who are unable to complete their SHSM 

requirements due to extenuating circumstances, including the impacts from COVID-19, will 

be supported through the override request process. 

 

The requirement that graduating students successfully complete the Ontario Secondary School 

Literacy Test (OSSLT) this spring has been waived by the Ministry of Education.  Students 

who were previously unsuccessful on the OSSLT, and are currently registered in the Ontario 

Literacy Course (OLC) will still need to successfully complete the course if the credit is needed 

as one of the 30 graduation credits. 

 

The requirement to complete 40 hours of Christian Community Service is suspended for 

graduating students for this school year.  Any hours that have been completed and submitted 

will be reported on the report card.  Students who have yet to submit their hours may do so, 

 

https://help.niagaracatholic.ca/


please email your Community Service form to you Religion teacher or Mrs. Rankie at 

amanda.rankie@ncdsb.com.  

 

This year, students will not receive an official Mid-Term Report Card. Teachers will 

communicate mid-term marks to each student on Monday, April 27th, 2020. For students 

eligible for graduation in June, marks to be provided to universities, through the Ontario 

Universities Application Centre (OUAC), and colleges, through the Ontario Colleges 

Application Centre (OCAS), in order to meet Ministry of Education established timelines will 

be calculated based on work completed as of Thursday, April 23rd, 2020.   

 

Students will receive a complete final Report Card at the end of the school year. 

 

Graduation from Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School is a milestone event for students 

and certainly is a cause for celebration.  We know how important the events associated with 

graduation are to students and families. Currently, no decision has been made about the 

following events: 

 
May 28, 2020 - Board Graduation Celebration 

June   9, 2020 - Grad mass and breakfast, St. Joseph Parish and Blessed Trinity Cafeteria 

June 25, 2020 - Graduation, Brock University, 7:00 p.m. 

June 26, 2020 - Prom, John Michael’s, Thorold 

 

Decisions on these events will be made based on information from public health, the Ministry 

of Education, the availability of the locations and the ability of school staff to adequately 

prepare given the current restrictions within which they are operating.  We will let you know 

at the earliest opportunity once decisions are made. 

 

Guidance staff is available to support you during this time with the transition to post-secondary 

for such things as applying for scholarships to specific schools, determining eligibility and 

applying for scholarships available to all Niagara Catholic graduates, or responding to any 

other questions you may have. Student Services will reach out to all graduates via email today 

with all important information on how to stay connected and informed.     

 

Even though we are immersed in uncertainty, disappointment, and disruptions; there will be 

lessons learned, stories to share and the power of hope and faith that will be the guiding light 

for you graduates. Your connection with one another will be greater than graduates before you 

because of the unprecedented experiences that have not only affected our school community 

but people from every background, socio-economic status, religion and regions of the world. 

We do look forward to celebrating your grade twelve graduation with you, your families and 

loved ones. A special day for sure! 

 

Many blessings during this Holy Week.  Stay safe, stay well and Happy Easter. 

 

 
 

Joseph Zaroda 

Principal of Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School 
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